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the general situation of the German Western Army in
France such as would have been useful for the guidance
of the Commander of the Army on the right flank either
was not given or was suppressed: a case in point was the
alleged weakening of the Western Army by taking
two corps away from the Second Army to be sent to the
Eastern theatre of war.* In the opinion of the First
Army Commander, the necessary force should have been
taken away from the opposite flank of the Armies,
which was wheeling up against the line of fortresses in
Lorraine, a movement which might well have been dis-
continued. For the situation in the West was only just
reaching its full development, and in order to be pre-
pared for it the transference of several divisions, with,
if possible, heavy batteries, from the left wing of the
German Armies would have been welcomed, in order
to form an echelon behind the right wing.
A decisive battle would have to be fought in France
in the near future in order to enable sufficient help to
be sent to East and West Prussia. The postpone-
ment of the mobilization of the Armies for three days
for political reasons could only be made good by rapidity
of movement and by concentrating the massed strength
of the Armies in the decisive area.
The directions quoted above did not admit of any
slowing down of the operations of the First Array and
a good rest could not therefore be given to the long-
suffering troops. The message of appreciation sent
by the Emperor, however, spurred on all those taking
part in the campaign to fresh efforts, and the marches
on the two following days were fortunately only of
moderate length. The health of the troops was most
* Actually, the Guard Reserve Corps was taken from the Second
Army, and the XI. Corps and 8th Cavalry Division from the Third
Army.

